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Abstract
Different ratios of composites were synthesis by impregnation methods which consisted of single walled carbon
nanotubes with TiO2 (P25). The ratios that used in this works were 0, 0.25, 0.50, and 1.00% from the SWNTs with TiO 2.
These photocatalysts were characterized by Raman spectroscopy, XRD, UV-visble reflectance, and Surface area (BET)
with using total organic carbon TOC to measure the mineralization process for Cobalamin. The result shows that single
walled carbon nanotube was succeeding to increase the activity of TiO2 when exhibits higher photocatalytic activity than
pristine TiO2. The single walled carbon nanotubes can comparatively better improve the adsorption and activity of
photocatalytic degradation of Cobalamin onto TiO 2 as compared with pristine TiO2. The results showed that, the
adsorption of synthesized composites increases to 4.02% and percent of remaining TOC was 13.79% after 8h, while the
synergetic effect R reach to 34% for TiO2/1%SWNTs as compare with pristine TiO2.
Keywords: SWNT, P25, TiO2/SWNT composite, Cobalamin, out situ activity

1. Introduction
TiO2 one of the most common semiconductors which
knowing as a photocatalyst that published in many
literatures [1-2]. an inexpensive photocatalyst
photostability, nontoxicity and many physiochemical
properties[3-4] make TiO2 ideal nanomaterial for huge
applications such fuel cell [5] treatments air and water
pollutants [6], hydrogen production [7]. Many attempts
were done to modify TiO2 by addition metals such as Pt,
Au [8-9]or semiconductors such ZnO [10] coupling with
secondary semiconductors [11]to increase the activity for
different reactions . The new material to sciences at
1991[12] which represent by carbon nanotubes CNTs with
high surface area and conductivity encouraged
researchers to use it in a lot of fields [13]. Carbon
nanotubes include single-walled carbon nanotubes SWNT
and multi-walled carbon nanotubes MWNT [14]. The roles
of CNTs with TiO2 were reported in many literatures most
of them [15-16] agreed with: i-withdraw the exiting
electron from TiO2 to CNTs, ii- prevents the
- +
recombination of e /h , iii- dispersion of the electrons into
more regions to increase the probability of a
photoreaction.
The addition CNTs to TiO2 can be done using different
techniques such sol-gel [17], chemical vapor deposition
[18] and electro-spinning methods [19] every methods
produce specific properties for the product. The addition
high ratios of CNT [20] to TiO 2 showed in lower

photocatalytic activity that related to reduces the
penetration of light to the surfaces of TiO2 particles. The
SWNTs [21] enhanced the TiO2 to made selective
photocatalytic oxidation for phenol as compare with pure
anatase and Degussa P25. The behavior explains stabilizes
charge separation reduces charge Recombination, And
assembly provides better catalyst-support in exist of
SWNTs. The addition of SWNTs to TiO2 was more active
than MWNTs [22] when used to degradation of
Cobalamin which related homogenous distribution and
reduce the agglomerates of the TiO2 with SWNTs. In this
work TiO2 Degussa (consist of 80%, Anatase and 20%
Rutile)was impregnated out-situ using SWNTs. the activity
of synthesis composite was measured by making
degradation for Cobalamin (C63H88CoN14P). Cobalamin,
known as vitamin B12, which distinguishes by the cobalt
atom in a Corrine ring [23]. The degradation of Cobalamin
in aqueous solution was investigated using the prepared
composite SWNT/TiO2. The effect of SWNT on the
physical properties of TiO2was measured by using UVvisble reflectance, Raman spectroscopy, XRD and Surface
area (BET).
2. Experimental
2.1 Materials
The SWNTs, selected as the support material (consisted of
77% SWNTs, and a diameter of 0.7-1.1nm) were
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fabricated by using a chemical vapor deposition supplied
from Aldrich. The TiO2 sample were purchased from
Degussa, Germany (TiO2-P25) (consisting of 20% Rutile
2
and 80% Anatase, with a BET area 51 m /g).
CyanoCobalamin C63H88CoN14O14P purchased from Sigma
with purities more than 98.5%.
2.2 Preparation of Binary composite
TiO2/SWNT binary composites were prepared by a
impregnation method. Firstly, SWNTs were treated with
mixture of acid HNO3/H2SO4 (1/3) with ultrasonic water
bath for 7h [24] washing and drying at 100ᵒC overnight.
One gram of TiO2 has been suspended by ultrasonic water
bath in 100 ml of distils water for 30 min which containing
the desired percent weight of SWNTs. The mixed
suspension was filtered by using vacuum evaporator
(Rota vapor re121 BUSHI 461 water Bath) at 45 °C to
accelerate the evaporation of water. After the water
evaporated, the composite was dried overnight in an
oven at 104 °C.
2.3 Characterization
Raman analysis was done by using Sentara infinity 1
Bruker with using laser light at 530 nm, intensity 2m W
for 5 lops per 2s and resolution equal to 3-5 cm.
Spectrofluorophotometer RF-540 Shimadzu was used to
analyze the photoluminances for TiO 2 and composites in
the range of 350-650 nm. The X-ray diffraction (XRD)
patterns were made on a (Rigaku Rotalflex) (RU-200B) Xray diffractometer using Cu Kα radiation (wavelength
0.15405 nm) with a Ni filter. The tube current was 100 mA
with a tube voltage of 40 kV. The 2θ angular regions
between 15 and 65° were explored at a scan rate of
5°/min. For all XRD tests, the resolution in the 2θ scans
was kept at 0.02°.
The change in absorbance for TiO2 within SWNTs were
done by UV-Vis diffuse reflectance spectra using a UV-Vis
spectrometer (CARY 100 Bio). Surface area estimation of
the TiO2 powders has been performed by the BrunauerEmmett-Teller (BET) method, performed on a
Micrometrics Automate 23 apparatus. The samples have
been previously heated to 125 °C for 30 min to
remove possible contaminants and humidity adsorbed on
their surfaces. The measurements have been performed
using a gas mixture containing 30 % nitrogen and 70 %
helium.
The Raman spectra in Figure.1 show Both spectra G
-1
band at 1582 cm corresponding to the -C-C- bond in the
-1
wrapped graphene plane, and D band at 1330 cm
corresponding to the C-related defects of SWNT. The 2D
and G+D bands were typical shown for the SWNTs[25].
-1
From Figure.1 the peaks in the 100-700 cm region
confirmed the presence of anatase TiO 2 with a
-1
-1
-1
dominating at 150 cm (Eg), 395.1 cm (B1g ), 512.5 cm

-1

(A1g + B1g ) and 636.7 cm (Eg ), respectively. The rutile
-1
phase at 143, 235 cm
which refer to the B1g, two-1
-1
phonon scattering, 445 cm
Eg, and 612 cm A1g,
respectively[26]. In the case of TiO2/SWNT composites,
all the Raman bands for anatase still remain with slightly
broadened as compared to the pure TiO2. In addition, it is
noteworthy the peaks assigned to SWNTs within the
composites exhibit broadening and more clear as
compare with TiO2 due to real connections' across the
interface between SWNTs and TiO2 [27].
Figure 2 shows the XRD patterns of SWNTs, which
includes two characteristic peaks 2θ=25.9ᵒ and 43.2ᵒ[28].
Figure 2 refer to TiO2 peaks at 25.3° and 27.4° are the
characteristic reflection for anatase and rutile,
respectively [29]. diffraction peaks of SWNTs didn't
observe clearly, probably due to the composites are
covered by the much more intense peak for large ratio of
TiO2.
Generally the first peak of SWNTs disappears in binary
composites due to overlap with the anatase peak of TiO 2
at 25.3ᵒ causing increase the width of the peaks which
increase with increasing the ratio of SWNTs [30]. The
second peak of
Ts at 4 .2 seems weak, which
appeared strongly with high ratio of SWNTs.
The band-gap energies Eg were calculated by the
Kubelka–Munk function [31]. The Eg value was
determined using the theory of optical absorption for
allowed direct transitions:
hv = A (hv − Eg)

1/2

(1)

Where A is the absorption coefficient that constant
relative to the material, ( hv) is the discrete photon
1/2
energy. The extrapolating linear portion of the (FR × hν)
vs. hν curves to FR = 0 which refer to the value of band
gap energy Eg as shown in Figure 3.
In order to investigate the reasons for different activities
among binary composite between SWNT and TiO2 must
take into consideration the absorbance ability of
materials. The TiO2 absorbance occurred below 400 nm
,whereas for SWNTs broad peaks of absorption can be
observed between 450-1000 nm. Figure 3 shows the UVVis diffuse reflectance spectra of P25/SWNT composites.
Gradual increases of absorbance in visible light region (λ >
400 nm) may be ascribed to intrinsic property of SWNTs
and the slight differences of absorbance among the
composites are likely due to exist SWNTs with TiO2.
The enhancement for the absorption increase with
high SWNTs content in the composites. The behavior
refer to increase the electric charge on the surface of
semiconductor oxide with catalysts composite as a result
of large surfaces area of higher conductivity SWNTs as
carrier electrons [32-33].
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Figure 1 Raman spectrum for pristine TiO2 and different ratios of O-SWNT with TiO2 (TiO2/SWNT)

Figure 2 XRD patterns for TiO2 (P25) and series ratios of xSWNT/TiO2 (x=0.25, 0.5, 1%).

Figure 3 UV-Vis diffuse reflectance spectra for pristine TiO2 (P25) and different ratios of SWNT in binary composites
SWNT/TiO2
2.4 Measured the activity of composite
The photocatalytic activities of the P25/SWNT and TiO2
(P25) were determined by the decolorization of
Cobalamin in an aqueous solution under UV-light. Figure
4, showed the absorbance spectra of different
concentrations of Cobalamin which depend to found the
maximum wavelength of absorbance and to measure the
concentrations. The catalysts (175m g) were suspended in

100 mL of 40 ppm Cobalamin solution in a glass vessel in
atmospheric oxygen.
Prior to irradiation, the suspensions were magnetically
stirred in the dark to 60 min to ensure the establishment
of an adsorption/desorption equilibrium among the
photocatalyst, which considered the initial concentration.
Photocatalytic degradation was tested using TiO2 and
TiO2/SWNT catalysts under UV light irradiation.
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Figure 4: Absorbance for different concentrations of Cobalamin in A UV
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Figure 5 Dark reaction for TiO2, 0.25,0.5, and TiO2/1%SWNT with 40ppm Cobalamin at 298K
2

The light irradiation with intensity 1.3 m W/cm were
applied to the reactor for 60 min and the removal of the
dispersed powders through centrifuge. The clean
transparent solution was analyzed using a UV–Vis
spectrophotometer. The spectra (300-700 nm) for each
sample were recorded and the absorbance was
determined at the characteristic wavelength 550 nm.
3. Results and Discussion
3.1 Effect of SWNTs on the adsorption property of TiO2
Figure 5 shows the adsorption dynamics for the
Cobalamin onto different photocatalysts. The amount of
the Cobalamin adsorbed onto photocatalyst from
aqueous solution increases quickly with time, for

composite of TiO2/SWNT with equilibrium being achieved
within 30 min for the three ratios of photocatalysts.
When the adsorption reaches equilibrium, the amount of
Cobalamin adsorbed onto materials arranged as:
TiO2/1%SWNT> TiO2/0.5%SWNT> TiO2/0.25%SWNT> TiO2
The results of adsorption were listed in table 1 which
shows that adsorption activity increase 2.20, 2.47 and
4.02% for TiO2/0.25%SWNT, TiO2/0.5%SWNT and
TiO2/1%SWNT respectively compare with pristine TiO2
(P25).
3.2 Measurement
composites

of

Photocatalytic

Activities

for

The photolysis of Cobalamin without catalyst shows that
the sources of illumination did not make any photolysis
122 | Int. J. of Multidisciplinary and Current research, Vol.4 (Jan/Feb 2016)

Firas H. Abdulrazzak

Enhance Photocatalytic Degradation of Cobalamin by TiO2 with Single Walled Carbon Nanotubes

Figure 6 Degradation reaction for TiO2, 0.25,0.5, and TiO2/1%SWNT with 40ppm Cobalamin at 298K gas and light
2
intensity 1.3 m W/cm in exist of O2 gas
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Figure 7 Rate constant for different ratios (175mg) TiO2 and , 0.25,0.5, and TiO2/1%SWNT with 40ppm Cobalamin at
2
298K gas light intensity 1.3 m W/cm in exist of O2 gas
Table 1 Summary of UV- light photodegradation of Cobalamin on different composites TiO2/SWNT
Sample
TiO2 (P25)
TiO2/0.25%SWNT
TiO2/0.5%SWNT
TiO2/1%SWNT

2

SBET (m /g)
50
59
65
71

Band gab eV
3.18
2.9
2.8
3

for Cobalamin. The photodegradation experiments by UV
irradiation of the Cobalamin solutions follow the pseudofirst-order kinetics with respect to the concentration of
dyestuff in the bulk solution (C):
(2)
When made Integration for this equation and by using the
same restriction of C = C0 at t = 0, and C0 being the initial
concentration in the bulk solution before starting the light
reaction) , thus the equation become

C0 ppm
40
39.11
39.01
38.39

( )

-1

K /s
0.0692
0.0771
0.0796
0.0868

R
1.19
1.23
1.34

TOC8h
77.58
81.02
86.11
88.28

(3)

Where kapp is the apparent reaction rate constant. A plot
of ln (C0/C) versus t for Cobalamin degradation with
different composite of SWNT/P25 photocatalysts is
presented in Fig.6. The value of kapp can be obtained
directly from the slope of the respective linear curves in
the plot which listed in Table 1.
The synergy factor ( R ) [34] is defined as the following
equations
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(4)

When kapp (TiO2/SWNT) , kapp (TiO2) refer to the aberrant
rate constant for decolorization in exist of composite and
TiO2 respectively. Increase the ratios of SWNTs causing
increased in decolorization rate, Which listed in table 1,
shows increased adsorption ability of TiO2 in exist SWNTs.
The synergetic effect of SWNTs with TiO 2 represent by
the value of R which increase from 19, 23 and 34% with
increase SWNTs from 0.25, 0.5 and 1% respectively. In the
same time the efficiency remaining total carbon for 8h
was change from 4.43, 10.99, 13.79 with increase SWNTs
from 0.25, 0.5 and 1% respectively as compare with
pristine TiO2.
3.3 Mechanisms of reaction
A proposed mechanism for the enhanced the
photocatalysis of composites P25/SWNT
is shown
schematically in figure (8). The SWNTs have a higher
2
surface area of 1232 m /g which can be a co-adsorbent to
improve the adsorption ability of TiO 2 [30-34]. It may be
attributed to the small internal diameter for SWNTs and
the large size of the molecule Cobalamin and strong
interaction between SWNTs and TiO2 particles, caused
limitation in active site of adsorption.

charges [38-39]. However, the live time for the hole will
.
increases which produce more of OH radical from react
+
h with OH (equation 2). In the same time the exited
electron on the surface of SWNTs will react with O 2
(equation 3) to forming superoxide [40].
SWNT/TiO2 + hʋ →
e-CB

SWNT

/TiO2

SWNT/TiO2

h+VB

h+VB

e-CB

T

h+VB

/TiO2

+ O2 → O2 + SWNT/TiO2

-

+ OH →

+ SWNT/TiO2

(5)
h+VB

(6)
(7)

Conclusion
The impregnation of series ratios of single walled carbon
nanotubes with TiO2 as co-doped TiO2 was successfully
synthesized by the impregnation method. The SWNT
/TiO2 samples exhibited lager surface area. The increase
ratio of SWNT in composite P25/SWNT sample exhibited
the highest adsorption compare with pristine TiO 2. Also
photocatalytic activity of degradation Cobalamin showed
the same behavior with increase SWNTs. The enhanced
activity of TiO2 could be attributed to the SWNTs doping,
which causing synergistic effects , large surface area, red
shift in adsorption edge of the prepared sample in
- +
addition to reduce the recombination of e /h . The mixing
between adsorption and high conductivity make the
composite more active when the
Ts adsorbed the
organic molecules and increase the free radical of
and
O2 on the surface of SWNT and TiO2.
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band to the conduction band of TiO2 that leads to forming
+
positive hole h in the valance band and negative position
for e in conduction band. The two active sites without
SWNTs mostly recombination quickly with losing most
site which may react chemically, only <1% of electron and
hole will react, which is explain value of reactivity
[35].The band gab for P25 about 3,.18 e V [36], while for
SWNT less than 0.1e V,[ 37], thus when SWNTs attached
to the surfaces of TiO2 the exited electron in the
conduction band will be transfer to the surfaces of
- +
SWNTs. The last action induces to make separation e /h
(equation 1) and reduce the recombination for the

[1]. Željko , onja B, Maja V, ataša P, Aleksandar , Dušan
R,2011 Scientific Technical Review 61 63
[2]. Hashimoto K, Irie H, Fujishima A, 2005 Jpn. J. Appl. Phys. 44
8269
[3]. Hoffmann M S, Martin T, Choi W and Bahnemann D
W,1995 Chem. Rev. 95 69
[4]. Nadtochenko V, Denisov N, Sarjusiv O, Gumy D, Pulgarin C
and Kiwi J,2006 J. Photochem. Photobiol. A 181 401
[5]. Kristine D, kumar G, Vinodgopal K, and Prashant V K,2005 J.
Phys. Chem. B 109 24
[6]. Manoj A L, Shaji V and Santhosh S N, 2012 Catalysts 2 572
[7]. Chi H L, Chao W H and Jeffrey C S, 2012 Catalysts 2 490
[8]. Ákos K, Károly M, Péter P, Teodora R, Zoltán K, András D,
and Klára H,2014 Materials 7 7615
[9]. Ákos K, Károly M, Viktória G, Zoltán K, Péter P, András D,
and Klára H,2014 Materials 7 7022
[10]. Ahsan H, Tusan S, Newaz M B, Iqbal M I and Abu Jafar
M,2013 Inter. Nano Lett. 3 5
124 | Int. J. of Multidisciplinary and Current research, Vol.4 (Jan/Feb 2016)

Firas H. Abdulrazzak

Enhance Photocatalytic Degradation of Cobalamin by TiO2 with Single Walled Carbon Nanotubes

[11]. Shao F C, Jian P L, Kun Q, Wei P X, Yang L, Wei X H and Shu
H Y,2010 Nano Reserch (2010) 3 244
[12]. Iijima S, 1991 Nature 354 56
[13]. aša D, Ivanka M, Milan D, and Tatjana V,2015 J. Phys.
Chem. C. 119 13922
[14]. Kauffman D R and Star A,2008 Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 47
6550
[15]. Fan W, Gao L, and Sun J, 2009 J. Am .Ceram. Soc, 89 731
[16]. 16- Frontera P, Trocino S, Donato A, Antonucci P L, Lo Faro
M, Squadrito G, and Ner G, 2014 Electron. Mater. Lett. 10,
305
[17]. Feng W,Feng Y, Wu Z, Fujii A, Ozaki M, Yoshino K, 2005 J.
Phys.:Condens Matter. 17 4361
[18]. Fan W, Gao L, Sun J, 2006 J. Am.Ceram.Soc. 89731
[19]. Frontera P, Trocino S, Donato A, Antonucci P L, Lo Faro M,
Squadrito G, and Ner G, 2014 Electron. Mater. Lett. 10 305
[20]. Krisztina V, Karoly M, Zoltan N, Klara H, Laszlo F, Arnaud
M and Andras D, 2011 physica status solidi b, 248 2496
[21]. Yuan Y, Gonghu L, Shannon C, and Kimberly A G,2008
Environ. Sci. Technol., 42 4952
[22]. Firas H Abdulrazzak and Falah H Hussein, 2015 J Environ
Anal Chem 2015, 2 2
[23]. Quaroni L, Reglinski J, and Smith W E, 1995 J. Raman Spec.
26, 1075
[24]. Kevin A W, Billy A S, Kaitlin E S, Hannah K W,Stephen R D,
Howard F 2011 carbon 49 2 4
[25]. 25-Liu G, Deng K, Liu Z, Chu W, Chen J, Yang Y, Zheng K,
Huang H, Ma W, Song L, H Yang, Gu C, Rao G, Wang C, Xie
S, and Sun L, 2008 Am. Che. Soc. 8 1071

[26]. 26-Liu G, Yan X, Chen Z, Wang X, , Lu G Q and Cheng H M
2009 J. Mater. Chem. 19 6590
[27]. Chaveanghong S, Smith S M, Sudchanham J and
Amornsakchai T 2011 J. Micr. Soc. Thailand 4 36
[28]. Akhavan O, R. Azimirad R, Safa S and Larijan M M 2020
J. Mater. 20 7386
[29]. Ohtani B., Prieto-Mahaney O.O., Li D. and Abe R. 2010 J.
Photoch. Photobio. A 216 179
[30]. Wendong W, Philippe S, Philipp K, Joaquim L F 2005 J.
Molec. Catal. A: Chemical 235 194
[31]. Kokhanovsky A ,2007 J. Phys. D: Appl. Phys., 40 2210.
[32]. Hui W, Hui-Long W, , Wen-Feng J and Zhe-Qi Li 2009 water
research 43 204
[33]. Matos J and Herrman J M 1998 Appl. Catal. B 18 281
[34]. Ying Y, Jimmy C Y, Cho-Yin C, Yan-Ke C, Jin-Cai Z, Lu D, WeiKun G, Po-Keung W 2005 Applied Catalysis B:
Environmental 61 1
[35]. Li G, Gray K, 2007 Chem. Phys. 339 173
[36]. Sergio V, Juan M M and Gloria R, 2010 The Open Materials
Science Journal 4 9
[37]. Robel I, Bunker B, Kamat P V 2005 Adv. Mater 17 2458
[38]. Wei C, , Zhongli F, Bei Z, Guijun M, Kazuhiro T, Xixiang Z,
and Zhiping L, 2011 J. Am. Chem. Soc. 133 14896
[39]. Wendong W, Philippe S, Philippe K and Joaquim L F, 2005
Applied Catalysis B: Environmental 56 305
[40]. Yi-Jun X, Yangbin Z, and Xianzhi F, 2010 J. Phys. Chem. C
114 2669

125 | Int. J. of Multidisciplinary and Current research, Vol.4 (Jan/Feb 2016)

